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leader, Othman ibn Abi Nis'a al-Khat'ami4 governor
of the northern provinces. Ibn Abi Nis'a (Munuza or
Munez in European chronicle) was one of the Berber
leaders who entered Andalusia with Tariq at the con-
quest of Spain. He was governor of Andalusia three
years previously, but was not long in that office. He
was then appointed governor of the provinces of Pyre-
* nees and Saptiinania. The Arabs and Berbers were in
| conflict since the conquest, the latter being enraged
! against the former; the Berbers bore the greatest
{charges of the conquest, while the Arabs realized most
*of its advantages and occupied all responsible posts.
Ibn Abi Nis'a was very ambitious and fanatical for his
race. He expected to be re-elected as Wali of Anda-
lusia, but when Abdul Rahman was appointed his
hatred and indignation knew no bounds. He awaited
an opportunity to revolt, and had, in the course of his
raids or travels in Acquitaine, come in touch with its
master the Duke Eudo and then to an understanding
with him. The Duke seeing that the danger of
Muslim conquest was threatening his realm, tried to
conclude an armistice with the Muslims, and actually
negotiated with them when they invaded his country.
Karl Martel, the Mayor of the Frankish Palace, availed
himself of this opportunity to declare war on the
Duke whose influence and independence he dreaded,
invaded Acquitaine twice and defeated the Duke.
Eudo was, in fact, between two fires; he dreaded the
Franks from the North and the Arabs from the South.
The armies of Karl Martel threatened him and ravaged
his country (731 A.D.) and at the same time Othman
ibn Abi Nis'a was trying to conclude a treaty with
him (the Duke) and seeking his help to put in force
his project of revolting against the Andalusian govern-
ment and realizing the autonomy of the northern
provinces. The Duke welcomed this alliance and
presented Othman with his beautiful daughter Lampi-
gia as a -bride. According to some records Ibn Abi